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The List and Metro Ecosse's Short Film Competition 2008
BIG
The List and Metro Ecosse's Short Film Competition, is kicking off on Monday 7 January 2008, it will celebrate new talent in Scotland by helping three screenwriters kick-start their careers in Scotland.  The competition is free to enter and applications are accepted until Friday 15 February 2008. Nine winning scripts will be chosen by a judging panel after that date and a shortlist of three scripts will go into production in April and will be screened at festivals and cinemas thereafter. 
Competition Terms and Conditions
· The Script must incorporate this year’s theme – BIG 
· One entry per applicant 
· Entry level applicants only, ie writers who have no broadcast or cinema credits 
· All entrants must be 16 years or over and resident in Scotland 
· The script must be set in Scotland 
· Deadline – Friday 15th February 
· Scripts should be no more than three A4 pages long, preferably in 12 point Courier typeface.  For information and examples on script formatting visit http://www.bbc.co.uk/writersroom/ and look for examples of scripts.  If necessary you can download the free Scriptsmart software at this site. 
· Think big ideas, not big budgets – the script should be achievable in a one day shoot so try to avoid things like huge crowd scenes, moving vehicles and car chases. 
· No animation or special effects allowed 
· Up to 20 short listed writers will take part in a weekend of intensive training on the 8th and 9th of March 2008 in Edinburgh.  This will aim to help them further develop the scripts before re-submitting them for the next stage of the competition. 
· A panel of judges will choose three winning scripts which will be announced in April 
· The winning scripts will be made into a short film (3 mins max), produced and directed by experienced industry personnel with professional crew and cutting edge equipment supplied by Metro Ecosse. 
· Runner up scripts will be published along with winning scripts, on the List website 
· The films will be screened in June during the Edinburgh International Film Festival 
· There will be no cash alternative to the prizes 
· Metro Ecosse and The List will possess a licence to use the scripts and finished films for the promotion of The Metro Ecosse and List Magazine Short Film Competition. The ownership of the script will remain with the writer 
· Plagiarism will result in immediate disqualification 
· All winners and short listed finalists will be expected to participate in publicity stunts, interviews and photography surrounding the competition 


HOW DO I APPLY?
In order to apply for The Metro Ecosse and List Magazine Short Film Competition we are asking that you submit a 1-3 page sample script, inspired by the theme BIG. 

FORMAT
The rule of 1 page equals 1-minute screen time is roughly applicable. Your submission script should not be longer than three pages of A4 paper and must explore the theme BIG.
 
FREE SCREENWRITING SOFTWARE
The following link http://www.bbc.co.uk/writersroom will take you to the BBC Writer's Room. Here you can download SCRIPTSMART, free screenwriting software. This will help you write a professional looking script.
 
PROBLEMS?
Unable to download software? You can make your own version of the formatting by using word. Write using 12 point courier font and copy the indenting and capitalising of the example scripts. Your script MUST follow roughly this format.
 
GET INSPIRED
View examples of micro short scripts at http://www.list.co.uk/article/1800-news-one-minute-wonder/

The BBC Film network has lots of short films available to view on line at this link. http://www.bbc.co.uk/filmnetwork/

THE TRAINING WEEKEND
Up to twenty short listed writers will take part in a weekend of intensive training.  This will aim to help them further develop the scripts before submitting them for the next stage of the competition.  The jury will read these new drafts and three projects will be chosen to go into production. 
 
THE TUTOR

'”Adrian Mead's classes are brilliant - exciting, informative and inspirational. Nobody does it better!”
Crime Writer, Alanna Knight
 
The course will be led by award winning writer and director Adrian Mead. Over a packed weekend Adrian will take you through the realities of the script development process and the strategy you need to adopt in order to break into the industry. Adrian's classes attract students from throughout the UK. You can read more about Adrian and view testimonials from previous course attendees at www.meadkerr.com


The List and Metro Ecosse Short Film Competition 2008 
APPLICATION FORM  
Title of script:
Contact name:
Are you over 16 years old? Yes / No
In less than 50 words tell us about yourself and your filmmaking history.
Postal address (include postcode):
Email address:
Daytime phone number:
Mobile phone:
Where do I send my application?
Email: Just fill out this application form and email to shortfilmcompetition@list.co.uk
Post: Print out this application form and send it together with your script to:
Short Film Competition
The List
14 High Street
Edinburgh, EH1 1TE
Fax: Fax your script and the completed application form to 
The List's Edinburgh Office on  0131 550 8700
